God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible
Part One: The Patriarchal Age

Lesson Four: God’s Covenant with Abraham
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Texts: Genesis 11:1-9; 12:1-4; 16:1-6; 17:1-8; 22:1-18; Galatians 3:6-9, 16 
F
rom Noah and his family, all of the earth was repopulated. At that time all of the earth spoke the same language. Not long after the flood, the pride of mankind led them to propose to build a huge tower in the hopes that its “top may reach unto heaven” (Gen. 11:4). God confused their speech so that they would not continue with their plan. As a result of this man spread out over the earth and different languages developed (Gen. 11:1-9).  

Many generations after the flood, a man named Abram, one of Noah’s descendents through his son Shem, found favor in the eyes of the Lord. God told him to move from his home in Mesopotamia and promised him, “I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen. 12:2-3, NKJV). Throughout Abram’s life he obeyed God. Abram left his home, going first to Haran and then moving to Canaan.

Abram’s wife was named Sarai. Both of them were very old and had no children. After Abram came to Canaan God promised that he would have a child and as many descendents as the stars of heaven and the sand on the sea shore (Gen. 15:1-5). As unlikely as this must have seemed to Abram, the Bible tells us that, “he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for righteousness” (Gen. 15:6). How important it is to trust that God will do what He promises.

After awhile, Sarai began to doubt God’s promise and as the custom was in their day, gave her servant to Abram in order to conceive a child. TNot all human customs are God’s will.  This caused great turmoil (Gen. 16:1-15). We must always be patient and trust God. God once again told Abram that he and Sarai would have their own child. God even changed both of their names to Abraham, meaning “father of a multitude” and Sarah, meaning “princess” (Gen. 17:1-22). God fulfilled His promise and Sarah had a son named Isaac (Gen. 21:1-3). God always does what He promises.

After Isaac was born God tested Abraham. He commanded him to take Isaac and offer him as a sacrifice (Gen. 22:1-2). How difficult it would have been to even consider killing your own child! The Bible tells us that Abraham realized that since God who gave him a child “God was able to raise him up” (Heb. 11:18-19). Abraham obeyed God and prepared to offer Isaac, but just before he was about to sacrifice him God stopped him (Gen. 22:9-12). Because of Abraham’s great faith in offering Isaac God promised Abraham, “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice” (Gen. 22:18).  One who was the Seed of Abraham, Jesus Christ, God Himself would offer as a sacrifice for the sins of the whole world (Gal. 3:16). Just as Abraham offered his “only son” God gave His only son to bless “all nations of the earth” (John 3:16). The Bible teaches that Christians who have a faith like Abraham are “sons of Abraham” (Gal. 3:7). 
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	4
	Exodus 33-36
	Exodus 37-40
	Leviticus 1-3
	Leviticus 4-6
	Leviticus  7-9
	Leviticus  10-12
	Leviticus  13-15


Study Questions
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1.  What was the place called where God confused man’s languages (Gen. 11:9)?  


2.  What was the name of the city where Abram first lived (Gen.11:31)?

Where did he move before he went to Canaan?

3.  What was the name of Sarai’s servant whom she gave to Abram (Gen. 16:1-5)?  
What was her son’s name (16:11)? ____________
4.  What new names did God give Abram and Sarai and what do they mean (Gen. 17:1-22)? 

Abram: 
Meaning:


Sarai: 
Meaning: 

5.  What does the Hebrew writer tell us Abraham realized about God’s command to sacrifice Isaac (Heb. 11:18-19)?

Would this have made obedience any easier?

6.  What did Isaac ask his father as they went to offer him (Gen. 22:7-8)? 
How did Abraham answer him?


Was this answer accurate? If so, how?


7.  What point does the apostle Paul make about God’s promise about all nations being blessed in Abraham’s “Seed” (Gal. 3:16)? 

8.  Fill in the blanks from Galatians 3:7. “Therefore ________ that only _______ who are of _______ are ______ of Abraham” (NKJV). 

Key Passage: “Blessing I will bless you, and in multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice’”
 (Genesis 22:15-19, NKJV). 
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